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A roundup of voting news from the Federal Voting Assistance Program (de

For voters, potential voters and those wherassist vot

Slogan Contest Ends

Judges Announced

On July 6, 1999 the Federal Voti
Assistance Program (FVAP) stopp
accepting slogan entries for the 19
Voting Slogan Contest. The Votir
Slogan Contest is a biennial cont

sponsored by the FVAP in its efforts '™
the democra
process among citizens covered under t§

promote interest in
Uniformed and Overseas Citize
Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA)-
members of the Uniformed Services,
Merchant Marine, their family membe
and all U.S. citizens residing outside

United States. The winner of this yea

slogan contest will be featured in the

FVAP’s 2000/2001 informational
motivational materials which focus

al

increasing voter awareness among | )

citizens worldwide.

The FVAP feels that this year?

contest accomplished its goal
promoting voter awareness becal
thousands of slogan entries w

submitted. We also feel that the Votilg

Assistance Officer’'s (VAO) dedicatg
efforts in encouraging citizens to enter
contest helped generate the
participation rate and brought attention
the voting program. Citizens now havg
better idea where to find guidance
assistance on absentee voting; ei
through their local voting assistan
officer or if local assistance is n
available, directly with our office.

With the first phase of the conte
complete, it is now time to begin the n
phase of the contest: the selection of
1999 \oting Slogan winners. FVA
Director, Polli Brunelli, has jug

[«

hidH

Sign Up Today!
Become a Civilian Voting Assistance Officer

In preparation for the’ 1998 electionpecoming a CVAO to volunteer now to

g

4e Federal Voting Assistance Prograprepare for next year’s elections. If you are
{RVAP) established A forinal network afnfamiliar with the volunteer voting
'Yolunteer  Civilian Yofiig Assistancasssistance program, here is a brief

icers (CVAO). As atmadel we followedexplanation.

the extensive Voting Assistance Officer's  The primary goal of a CVAO is to
Uhain of command system in the Uniformeshsure that the American citizens residing
Ervices. The CVAD |netwark wasutside the United States understand how to
rlfeveloped as part of our ongaing |effarts ¥ote absentee and have the resources to do so.
tbetter serve citizens outsige “fiie UnifGthe FVAP provides each CVAO with a
I%%ates in understanding how frparticipatessting Assistance Kit which contains
heir democratic process andi}p motiyag@idance and resources to assist citizens with

rsﬁem to do so. absentee voting. Resources include:
The initial coordinatipn of the CVAD

r:g)rogram was successful~and many peofieerseas Civilian Citizen's Voting Action
)ﬁlround the world volunteered for thiBlan

i portant duty. Beginning iph 1998 througB080/01 Voting Assistance Guide
today, the volunteers in the \CVAO prografedsral Post Card Applications (FPCA)
.have provided guidance for £itizens trying teederal ¥Vrite-In Absentee Ballots (FWAB)

te absentee. The many [citizens who haAP's Moting Information News Releases
LRgen assisted and voted indicates what gife@P's \foting Information NewBlewsletter
Lpork CVAOs are doing arolnd the world. Dther ngcessary materials
Hg @ pleasure knowing thaf there are peog_le . — . _
Liftho are willing to not only share their tim ,he CVAO's responsibilities will include:
out go the extra mile lto help others.HBxpanding citizen outreach within the local
.&lections directly impact oty daily lives anéornmunity to include direct contact with
these volunteers realize the importanceadfic groups, American Chambers of
Lthe program. We would likg to express oforhmerce, colleges and universities, and
Lggatitude and congratulatiops to all CVACEMiIlar organizations
figf a job well done. Begtause of yourSgrving as coordinator for possible FVAP
Qutstanding efforts many people were alsig-gite or video teleconferencing workshops.
do exercise their right to vote regardless of Planning and ensuring that overseas U.S.
their location in the world; | your suppomitizens are informed of current registration
sgontributes significantly to olir democratigng voting procedures and the importance of
pRIOCESS. pasticipating in the democratic process. The
the In our continuing efforts fo expand theoting outreach should begin 60 days before
FCVAO program to help reach further intan glection and be repeated during the week of
the U.S. citizen compumities overseas, \@ekseas Citizens Voters Week, September

announced the panel (S8mbgan pg. 3)
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would like to invite 'anyone interested 090.(SeeCVAO, pg. 3)

Please Notelf you experience difficulty when attempting to e-mail
the FVAP or visit the FVAP Website, please use these temporary
addresses or contact us by telephone or fax. We apologize for any
inconvenience that this may cause.

E-mail: vote@fvap.ncr.gov
Website: www.fvap.ncr.gov
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Voting Assistance Officers

StatesideZ

Legislative Update - The Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP) wq
with the legislatures of the states and territories to further facilitate the ele
process and help citizens covered by theiformed and Overseas Citize
Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) exercise their right to vote. The following
current information that may effediOCAVAcitizens.

Maine: The State of Maine allows registered voters to request absentee ba
telephone. In this regard, the clerk is authorized to issue a ballot to a voter \
receiving an application requesting a ballot when these procedures are folloy

The voter shall place a call to the clerk requesting an absentee ballot. Up
request, the clerk will ask the voter for the information required on the appli
and will complete the application with the voter’s information, except the v
signature, and shall write "telephone request" on the application. The cler
then verify that it is the voter who is requesting the ballot by making the
confirm the voter's residence and date of birth on the general register of

When this process is complete, the clerk will mail the ballot to the voter

mailing address requested by the voter. The FVAP can provide the telg
numbers for your Maine local election official (clerk).

Alaska: Don’t forget about the Alaska special statewide election being he
September 14, 1999. For more details see the “Stateside” section from th
issue of this newsletter or go to the websitew.gov.state.ak.us/ltgov/election
and scroll to the Statewide Special Election Information heading.

What has the FVAP been up to?

The following is a legislative initiative suggested to states and territories that
already have a law in place regarding Special/State Write-In Absentee
Currently twenty-five states provide a special or state write-in absentee ba
all elections.

The purpose of this special/state write-in absentee ballot is to provide a met

voting by military and other persons overseas who, due to military contingen¢

special circumstances such as those faced by submariners, Peace Corps vd
missionaries or others in remote areas, will be out of communication for ext
periods of time and unable to receive the regular absentee mail ballot dur
normal time frame. A voter could request a special/state write-in absentee b
days in advance and write in the names of the candidates or party preferenc

“To Do” This Month
] Remind new arrivals in your area to notify their

local election officials of their new mailing address
" because election materials are generally not forwarded in
rthe mail. Mail delays are a major cause of
disenfranchisement otJOCAVA citizens. The FPCA
contains a small postage-paid perforated post card that
can be used to request a mailing address change with the
| local election official in your voting residence state.

] Have you requested a Voting Training Workshop in
your area? If not, please determine if training is needed. If
training is needed in your area, please contact Mr. John

( Godley or Ms. Sherri Morris of the FVAP (contact

t information listed below) for further information. A

t schedule is now being planned with training to begin this
Fall.

] If you are a new Voting Assistance Officer, review
the on-line Training Workshop presentation for VAOs at
L the FVAP Websitewww.fvap.gov to obtain a brief
orientation of the program. The information provided on-
line supersedes the information previously provided on
video tape and via FVAP training workshops.

Be sure to keep your voting continuity folder up-to-
date by keeping all important voting information in the
| folder. You should place a copy of each Voting
" Information News newsletter in the folder. This will help
to ensure your successor receives a quick orientation of his
or her voting responsibilities upon your departure.

Check to be sure all persons you assist (including
E family members) are aware of upcoming elections in their
- state and that they have the necessary know-how and
| materials to participate. Please note, Kentucky, Louisiana

and Mississippi have state elections scheduled this Fall
| which include Gubernatorial races (for more details refer
to the April issue of this newsletter).

] If you currently receive this newsletter and the
FVAP news releases by mail and would prefer to receive
¢ them via e-mail please contact Mr. Matt Knefel (contact
l'information listed below) or e-mail the FVAP at
? vote @fvap.govto receive these materials electronically.
£ On-line versions of the newsletter and newsreleases are

\

—

(SeeStateside pg. 3)

also available on the FVAP websitevat/w.fvap.gov. »
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4 Write To: Federal Voting Assistance Progran
Department of Defense
Washington Headquarters Service
1155 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1155

Phone: Voting Information Center:
(703) 588-1584 (703) 588-1343
DSN 425-1584 DSN 425-1343
**TOLL FREE 1-800-438-VOTE (8683)**

Fax:
(703) 588-0108
DSN 425-0108

ations, etc. is encouraged.

: Copying or using VIN articles in other public
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(Stateside from page 2) This special/state write-in abse
ballot should not be confused with the Federal Writ
Absentee Ballot (FWAB) that is propositioned at Embag
and Consulates, military installations, overseas organizg
and corporations. In comparison, the FWAB is gene
only available to military stationed overseas and over
citizens who have already applied for a regular state abs
ballot from the State or Territory.
absentee ballot does not arrive in sufficient time for the
to return the voted ballot to meet the deadline, these Vo
may obtain, vote, and return the FWAB to the local electi
official.

It is also important to note that a special/state writ
absentee ballot usually provides a “full” slate of offices tg
voted upon including Federal, state, and local offices. O
other hand, the FWAB generally allows voting for Fed
offices only. There are presently five states that
expanded the use of the FWAB beyond Federal law.
1995 revised FWAB was designed to accommodate its
beyond the general election and Federal offices only.

Follow links from the FVAP Website at www.fvap.goVv
for additional information regarding timely legislative
news in your state which may affect your absente

If the regular state

hi€sVAO, from page 1) Conducting voter registration drives.
p-I[fENsuring in-hand delivery of FPCAs to U.S. citizens no later than
sfeeptember 7, 2000.

ti

Informing the Director, FVAP, of the voter outreach
efforts conducted during the election year.

Please let this office know if you or someone you
know is interested in the CVAO program by
completing the form on page 4 and returning it to the
OYOLUNTEERS FVAP. We will forward the Voting Assistance Kit

ﬂEEDED later this year vyhen the mgterials have been prepared.

The FVAP is also utilizing technology to enhance

voter outreach, making it possible to further inform, educate and broaden
communication. In this regard, the FVAP is compiling a database of
edlectronic communication information (web sites and email addresses) of
O®AOs. This database will allow for more effective and efficient
N ¢benmunication between our Program and the organizations and citizens with
er@hom we work. Please provide your e-mail address when completing the
dvem on page 4.

The If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Sherri Morris directly
dgeng normal business hours, Eastern Time, or leave a recorded messag
during non-business hours. Assistance and information are also available
through our Website awww.fvap.gov or e-mail at vote@fvap.gov
Formalizing the Civilian Voting Assistance Officer network is designed to
further ensure enfranchisement of American citizens who are outside the
eUnited States and to bring more continuity in our voting assistance efforts.

se
en

voting process!s

We hope to hear from you soon!

(Slogan from page 1pf independent judges who will review and choose the winning slogans bas

their originality and motivational value. The five individuals who have cordially agreed to serve 1

independent panel are:

Senator Mitch McConnell, Chairman, Senate Committee on Rules and Admlnlst':\{%hD

Delivering
Slogans

Wi

Representative Bill Thomas, Chairman, Committee on House Administration
Representative Patsy Takemoto Mink, House Committee on Government Reform
Mr. Jim Bennett, President, National Association of Secretaries of State

Mr. S. Murray Gaylord, Executive Vice President, The Advertising Council

We want to thank all of you who entered the contest. We know that it will be a challenge 1
Judges to pick the winners from all the thousands of slogans submitted, but in a way the FVAP fe
everyone who participated in the contest is a winner. The main reason the contest is held is to el
interest and awareness about voting.

Again, we extend a special thank you for a job well done to all who helped make this year’s contest such a success. Y aooa &
enjoyed the contest and the best of luck to all who entgred!

Voting Action Officers
Department of State: Office of American Citizens Services

Voting Action Officer: Mr. Ron Hawkingel: (202) 647-910Qel FTS: 8-647-6060fax: (202) 647-6201
E-mail: HAWKINSRE @state.gov

Service Voting Action Officers
Dept. of the Army: Mr. Tom Feazeakl: (703) 325-453@el DSN: 221-4530fax: (703) 325-4532fax DSN: 221-4532
E-mail: feazellt@hoffman-emhl.army.mil
Mr. Ed Roscoeel: (901) 874-4368, toll-free: (800) 368-5088 DSN: 882-4368,
fax: (901) 874-2630fax DSN: 882-2630E-mail: p662j@persnet.navy.mil
TSgt Sophia Barnaett (210) 565-2563toll-free: (800) 558-1404el DSN: 665-2563,
DSN fax665-2543 Commercial fax (210) 565-254F-mail: Sophia.Barnard@afpc.randolph.af.mil
Gunnery Sergeant Dennis Hellldetg(703) 784-9511el DSN: 278-9511fax: (703) 784-9827,
fax DSN: 278-9827E-mail: Dennis_J_Hellberg/MR/MANPOWER@ manpower.usmc.mil

MCPO Jeff Creightimh (202) 267-1636fax: (202) 267-4823
E-mail: jereighton@comdt.uscg.mil

Dept. of the Navy:
Dept. of the Air Force:
Marine Corps:

U.S. Coast Guard:

VIN with others.

Please share this copy of
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Civilian Voting Assistance Officer (CVAO) Application Form |
Instructions: To volunteer to become a CVAO, please complete the form below and return to the FVAPI(conta
information listed on page 2). No cover sheet is necessary when faxing. Current CVAOs needing additiona
absentee voting materials, please indicate in the comments section what materials you need and thel neces
guantities for your program or contact the FVAP directly. I
|
Name: ||| | [ e e ]

Organization I
or Corporation: |__ || ||| e e e e e e e e e e
(if applicable) |__ | | || e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Title (if applicable): |__|__|_ ||| [ ||| 1|1 ||| ||| || ||

Mailing
Address: |

E-mail
Address: || e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Phone: ||| ||l e e e e ]
Fax: | e

How long will you serve as a CVAO (Two year term recommended for consistency through election cyclg)?

Comments (material requests):

Federal Voting Assistance Program | || || | U.S. Postage Paid
Department of Defense o

1155 Defense Pentagon 39 USC 3406
Washington, DC 20301-1155 Par Avion

OFFICIAL VOTING INFORMATION MATERIAL - FIRST CLASS MAIL
NO POSTAGE NECESSARY IN THE U.S. MAILS - DMM E080



